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Good morning,
 
Please see the below message and attachment. Thank you.
 
 

Rebecca Messinger
Clerk to the Council
COUNTY MANAGER'S OFFICE

564-397-4305

                 
 
From: Kathleen Otto <Kathleen.Otto@clark.wa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 8:22 AM
To: Rebecca Messinger <Rebecca.Messinger@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: FW: Public Comment Land Use Alternatives for DEIS

 
 
 

Kathleen Otto
County Manager

564.397.2458

             
 
From: Noelle Lovern <Noelle@biaofclarkcounty.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 6:46 AM
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Chair Gary Medvigy

County Council 

PO Box 5000

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000



December 5, 2024



Re: Clark County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Alternatives



Dear Chair Medvigy, County Councilmembers, and Staff, 

NW Partners Comprehensive Plan Taskforce is a coalition of businesses, organizations, and community leaders that align with hundreds of employers and residents of Clark County. We are committed to developing a Comprehensive Plan Update to ensure the County remains a wonderful place to live, work, and play. In this comment we urge the Clark County Planning Commission to give due consideration to the following:

1) Including all site-specific requests in the Land Use Alternatives to be studied in DEIS. 

2) Commission a comprehensive countywide agricultural and forest land analysis pursuant to WAC 365-190-050 and 365-190-060.

Including Site Specific Requests

Clark County asked the public to submit their site specific requests for consideration in the upcoming DEIS (notice of January 21, 2024). It is important for Clark County to comply with the notice. We urge County Council to request that staff address all residents' specific requests and include each relevant site-specific request in the Vancouver UGA DEIS alternatives map. This action will ensure that the County Council has a broader set of solutions to consider for the plan update. Failing to do so would prevent these properties from receiving fair consideration, in clear violation of the County’s obligations under state law and basic fairness principles. To deny that review at his time will further disrupt the regular cycle and ultimately disadvantage the landowners making the requests.  

Conducting a comprehensive countywide analysis 

State law requires that Clark County follow specific guidelines for managing farmland and forestland. These guidelines, set by the Department of Commerce, say that counties need to do a full countywide review of natural resources lands. This means they can’t just look at one piece of land at a specific point in time but must consider the whole county.

In the case of designating agricultural land in urban areas, for example, counties are also supposed to have a program to allow the transfer or purchase of development rights. For both agricultural and forestlands, changes in designation should be based on things like public policy updates, changes in the area, or new information.

This review isn’t optional. The County is required to review and, if needed, update its policies to better manage resource lands. To make these updates correctly, the County must conduct a countywide study during this comprehensive update process.

Closing

In closing, community engagement is a critical requirement of the Comprehensive Planning process. Our coalition appreciates the presentation provided by Clark County Community Planning at the Building Industry Association of Clark County on October 29, 2024. It was an important opportunity to review the position of Clark County Community Planning staff regarding the land use alternatives which are under consideration at this time. 

While the presentation is an important step in community engagement, we believe the feedback loop needs drastic improvement. The mere purpose of community engagement is to shape and mold the plan to reflect the needs and preferences of our community. To disregard the feedback of community stakeholders, especially when the development of the plan will be their responsibility and will impact their quality of life, is woefully shortsighted. 

This Taskforce respectfully urges the Clark County Council to pursue these actions for the DEIS: 

1) Include all site-specific requests in the Land Use Alternatives to be studied in DEIS. 

2) Commission a comprehensive countywide agricultural and forest land analysis pursuant to WAC 365-190-050 and 365-190-060.

Thank you for your consideration,



NW Partners Comprehensive Plan Taskforce
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To: Gary Medvigy <Gary.Medvigy@clark.wa.gov>; Michelle Belkot <Michelle.Belkot@clark.wa.gov>;
Karen Bowerman <Karen.Bowerman@clark.wa.gov>; Glen Yung <Glen.Yung@clark.wa.gov>; Sue
Marshall <Sue.Marshall@clark.wa.gov>; Kathleen Otto <Kathleen.Otto@clark.wa.gov>; Jose Alvarez
<Jose.Alvarez@clark.wa.gov>; Oliver Orjiako <Oliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>; Michelle Pfenning
<Michelle.Pfenning@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Public Comment Land Use Alternatives for DEIS

 
 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Good morning,
 
Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on the Land Use Alternatives to be studied in the
DEIS.
 
On behalf of the Building Industry Association’s 750 member business, I would like to state
our support of the comment submitted by NW Partners (see attached). We support the
appeals for:
 

1. Including all site specific requests in the DEIS study.
2. Conducting a county-wide resource land study as required by the GMA.

 
I would like to further share our concerns for the ability to simultaneously accommodate the
190,000 new residents and retain the amazing quality of life and character of our community
throughout the next 20 years. We have a housing affordability crisis in Clark County. Only 15%
of Clark County residents can afford to purchase a home at the median sale price. The base
cost of housing is land. Developable land is becoming more and more scarce. That will be
exacerbated as more people move here. We need more land to keep homeownership
attainable for working class families.
 
In closing, we need more tools in our toolbox to manage this crisis. Please consider the
recommendations in the attached letter.
 
Sincerely,
 
Noelle Lovern | Government Affairs Director
BIA of Clark County - a Top 30 NAHB Association
Protecting and promoting the building industry.

Address: 103 E 29th St., Vancouver, WA 98663
Phone: (208)602-3423  Web: www.biaofclarkcounty.org
 
Facebook | LinkedIn | Instagram | Pinterest | Members Group
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Chair Gary Medvigy 
County Council  
PO Box 5000 
Vancouver, WA 98666-5000 
 
December 5, 2024 

 

Re: Clark County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Alternatives 

 

Dear Chair Medvigy, County Councilmembers, and Staff,  

NW Partners Comprehensive Plan Taskforce is a coalition of businesses, organizations, and 
community leaders that align with hundreds of employers and residents of Clark County. We are 
committed to developing a Comprehensive Plan Update to ensure the County remains a 
wonderful place to live, work, and play. In this comment we urge the Clark County Planning 
Commission to give due consideration to the following: 

1) Including all site-specific requests in the Land Use Alternatives to be studied in DEIS.  
2) Commission a comprehensive countywide agricultural and forest land analysis pursuant 

to WAC 365-190-050 and 365-190-060. 

Including Site Specific Requests 

Clark County asked the public to submit their site specific requests for consideration in the 
upcoming DEIS (notice of January 21, 2024). It is important for Clark County to comply with the 
notice. We urge County Council to request that staff address all residents' specific requests and 
include each relevant site-specific request in the Vancouver UGA DEIS alternatives map. This 
action will ensure that the County Council has a broader set of solutions to consider for the plan 
update. Failing to do so would prevent these properties from receiving fair consideration, in 
clear violation of the County’s obligations under state law and basic fairness principles. To deny 
that review at his time will further disrupt the regular cycle and ultimately disadvantage the 
landowners making the requests.   

Conducting a comprehensive countywide analysis  

State law requires that Clark County follow specific guidelines for managing farmland and 
forestland. These guidelines, set by the Department of Commerce, say that counties need to do 



   

a full countywide review of natural resources lands. This means they can’t just look at one piece 
of land at a specific point in time but must consider the whole county. 

In the case of designating agricultural land in urban areas, for example, counties are also 
supposed to have a program to allow the transfer or purchase of development rights. For both 
agricultural and forestlands, changes in designation should be based on things like public policy 
updates, changes in the area, or new information. 

This review isn’t optional. The County is required to review and, if needed, update its policies to 
better manage resource lands. To make these updates correctly, the County must conduct a 
countywide study during this comprehensive update process. 

Closing 

In closing, community engagement is a critical requirement of the Comprehensive Planning 
process. Our coalition appreciates the presentation provided by Clark County Community 
Planning at the Building Industry Association of Clark County on October 29, 2024. It was an 
important opportunity to review the position of Clark County Community Planning staff regarding 
the land use alternatives which are under consideration at this time.  

While the presentation is an important step in community engagement, we believe the feedback 
loop needs drastic improvement. The mere purpose of community engagement is to shape and 
mold the plan to reflect the needs and preferences of our community. To disregard the feedback 
of community stakeholders, especially when the development of the plan will be their 
responsibility and will impact their quality of life, is woefully shortsighted.  

This Taskforce respectfully urges the Clark County Council to pursue these actions for the DEIS:  

1) Include all site-specific requests in the Land Use Alternatives to be studied in DEIS.  
2) Commission a comprehensive countywide agricultural and forest land analysis pursuant 

to WAC 365-190-050 and 365-190-060. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

NW Partners Comprehensive Plan Taskforce 
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