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Hello Jeff,
 
Please see the below email and attached doc.
 
 

Rebecca Messinger
Clerk to the Council
COUNTY MANAGER'S OFFICE

564-397-4305

               
 
From: Don Steinke <crvancouverusa@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 6, 2025 4:49 PM
To: publiccomment <publiccomment@clark.wa.gov>
Cc: Karissa Halstrom <Karissa.Halstrom@hotmail.com>; Heidi Cody <hcodystudio@gmail.com>;
Meridian Green <meridiangreen1@gmail.com>
Subject: comment for council time agenda item 4.2 2025 Comprehensive Plan Update

 
 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

From Don Steinke

To the Clark County Council, for council time on May 7, 2025

re: public comment on agenda item 4.2  2025 Comprehensive Plan Update

Hello, My name is Don Steinke

I was a member of your Community Advisory Group on the Climate
Element to the GMA. 

mailto:publiccomment@clark.wa.gov
mailto:comp.plan@clark.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clark.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccomp.plan%40clark.wa.gov%7C26eae13a2df543258b3808dd8d8e8b0b%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C638822365961756001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dhsGkB0rbWx%2B1lOf270nDusKB4QUyqFHYrQmMcFLuVY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FClark-County-WA%2F1601944973399185&data=05%7C02%7Ccomp.plan%40clark.wa.gov%7C26eae13a2df543258b3808dd8d8e8b0b%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C638822365961776442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gPvC8JcvafmUUkOljtx4%2F8V4h5ppytbzEoPNhm4J3%2FI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FClarkCoWA&data=05%7C02%7Ccomp.plan%40clark.wa.gov%7C26eae13a2df543258b3808dd8d8e8b0b%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C638822365961789950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DgYpSw1eIrHm1QOM5stCO%2FaZwdfT0YTXl3c%2BQpDGqZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FClarkCoWa%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccomp.plan%40clark.wa.gov%7C26eae13a2df543258b3808dd8d8e8b0b%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C638822365961803440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XMql6XyXTqw4w7jkmHekbOJ4KzXl%2Bl0ChZSVjlFerI0%3D&reserved=0

· $506,000, Indian affairs

· $25,005,000  Commerce, Community affairs, low-income utility bill assistance

· Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $22,589,000, Community Preservation and Development Authority

· Natural Climate Solutions Account—State, Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,136,000

· $22,544,000 of the climate commitment account—state  appropriation is provided solely for local government climate planning implementation.

· $500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to contract with a nonregulatory coalition located in Seattle that supports the strategic development and activation of Washington state's participation in the West Coast wide-floating offshore wind supply chain through a collaborative approach.

· Dept Com, energy and innovation.  Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $54,112,000

· ($5,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for grants to support port districts, counties, cities, towns, special purpose districts, any other municipal corporations or quasi-municipal corporations, and tribes to support siting and permitting of clean energy projects in the state.

· $13,088,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer a grant program to assist owners of public buildings in covering the costs of conducting an investment grade energy audit for those buildings. Public buildings include those owned by state and local governments, tribes, and school districts.

· $1,078,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to develop plans to test hydrogen combustion and resulting nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions, technical assistance for strategic end uses of hydrogen, a feasibility assessment regarding underground storage of hydrogen in Washington, and an environmental justice toolkit for hydrogen projects.

· $1,678,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of chapter 344, Laws of 2024 (public building materials), including to develop and maintain a publicly accessible database for covered projects to submit environmental and working conditions data, to convene a technical work group, and to develop legislative reports.

· $2,500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department for activities that engage tribes or overburdened communities when siting renewable energy generation or electrical transmission facilities in Washington

Of the amounts provided in this subsection:

· $2,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for engagement of a tribal collaborative and participating tribes to identify areas with higher and lower potential for avoiding conflicts with tribes when siting renewable energy generation and electrical transmission facilities. The effort must consider tribal renewable energy and transmission needs, tribal sovereignty and rights, sensitive natural areas and working lands, and the goal to minimize harm while maximizing benefits to tribal communities. The department may contract for this purpose.

· (b) $500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to engage with communities to create a framework and process to support early and ongoing overburdened community input for the planning and development of transmission corridors. This shall, to the extent feasible, include identifying ways for overburdened communities to benefit from transmission corridor development as well as ways to reduce and avoid conflict with overburdened communities in the development of transmission corridors. Engagement activities may be coordinated with the tribal collaborative described in section 133 of this act and other relevant community engagement activities within the department.

·  $200,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to continue the Washington just and rapid transition climate tech program. The grant will provide funding for the recruitment, development, business training, and support of underserved climate technology innovators, entrepreneurs, and organizations developing or deploying solutions in the areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable transportation, and other technology solving for the environmental challenges facing overburdened communities in Washington.

· $300,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide assistance and develop financing recommendations to increase transmission capacity in Washington.

· $163,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer a pilot program to provide grants and technical assistance to support planning, predevelopment, and installation of commercial, dual-use solar power demonstration projects. Eligible grant recipients may include, but are not limited to, nonprofit organizations, public entities, and federally recognized tribes.

·  $10,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer a program to assist community-based organizations, local governments, ports, tribes, and other entities to access federal tax incentives and grants. Eligible entities for the program include, but are not limited to, local governments in Washington, tribal governments and tribal entities, community-based organizations, housing authorities, ports, transit agencies, nonprofit organizations, and for-profit businesses. The department shall prioritize assistance that benefits vulnerable populations in overburdened communities, with a goal of directing at least 25 percent of funds to this purpose.

· (13) $3,500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide and facilitate access to energy assistance programs, including incentives, energy audits, and rebate programs to retrofit homes and small businesses.

· $250,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to contract with a nonprofit entity that represents the maritime industry to develop and publish a strategic framework regarding the production, supply, and use of sustainable maritime fuels and deployment of low and zero emissions vessel technologies in Washington. Analyses will include relevant human and environmental health and equity considerations.

· $456,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to develop guidance documents regarding the different types of battery energy storage systems technologies. The guidance documents must address safety considerations, emergency response preparation andrequirements, and siting and zoning. 

· $719,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to develop a guidebook to support local governments in integrating clean energy development into planning and zoning requirements, including dual-use clean energy technologies and colocation with agricultural uses. 

· $450,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to contract with Washington state academy of sciences to complete a study to determine the value of distributed solar and storage in Washington state. Including any factors that it finds relevant, the academy shall develop policy recommendations and options for a methodology or methodologies that utility regulators and governing bodies may use after the statutory four percent net metering threshold is met. (Attn CPU) The academy shall submit a final report to the department and the utilities and transportation commission by October 1, 2026.

· $197,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2026 is provided solely for the department to complete the final report of the electrical transmission workforce needs study pursuant to section 1117(40) of this act. The department must submit the final report of the study to the appropriate committees of the legislature by November 1, 2025.  (attn Tim Probst)

· NEW SECTION. Sec. 134. FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—PROGRAM SUPPORT 
Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $1,753,000 Growth Management Planning and Environmental Review                                                                  TOTAL APPROPRIATION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,111,000 (attn planners)

· $253,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to incorporate equity and environmental justice into agency grant programs with the goal of reducing programmatic barriers to vulnerable populations in overburdened communities in accessing department funds. The department shall prioritize grant programs receiving funds from the accounts established under RCW 70A.65.240, 70A.65.250, 70A.65.260, 36 70A.65.270, and 70A.65.280.

· $1,500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to continue implementation of chapter 70A.02 RCW. 

· $175,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal - year 2026 and $175,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2027 are provided solely for language access activities, which may include translation services, interpretation services, and in-language material development.

· Dept of enterprise services Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $1,308,000

· Dept of Historical and Archaeological Preservation, Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . $617,000

· $4,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to support and administer a workplace health and safety program for workers who are affected by climate impacts, including but not limited to, extreme heat and cold, wildfire smoke, drought, and flooding. This program will focus on workplace health and safety for farmworkers, construction workers, and other workers who face the most risk from climate-related impacts. This amount shall be limited to supporting vulnerable populations in overburdened communities under the climate commitment act.

· $7,924,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to implement the healthy environment for all act under chapter 70A.02 RCW, including additional staff and support for the environmental justice council and implementation of a community engagement plan.

· $4,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer capacity grants to tribes and tribal organizations and to overburdened communities and vulnerable populations to provide guidance and input

· $382,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for one staff to lead cross agency coordination for wildfire and extreme heat emergency management.

·  $1,124,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to migrate, maintain, and continue community engagement to update the health disparities map and increase operating staff to complete environmental assessments.

· $300,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for grants to King county to address the disproportionate rates of asthma among children who reside within 10 miles of the Seattle-Tacoma international airport by increasing access to community health worker asthma interventions.  Attn Jonathan Young and Fred Felleman.

· For the Columbia Gorge Commission, Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . $138,000  attn Renee Tcach, kevin

· - - - 

· NEW SECTION. Sec. 302. FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

· 15 Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $15,805,000

· 16 Emergency Drought Response Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,000,000

· 18 Natural Climate Solutions Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,851,000

·  Flood Control Assistance Account—State Appropriation. . . $4,826,000

· Refrigerant Emission Management Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,385,000

· Waste Reduction, Recycling, and Litter Control Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,132,000

· 30 State Drought Preparedness Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $219,000

· 7 Underground Storage Tank Account—State Appropriation. . . $5,115,000

· Air Pollution Control Account—State Appropriation. . . . . $5,929,000

· Oil Spill Prevention Account—State Appropriation. . . . . $10,382,000

·  Air Operating Permit Account—State Appropriation. . . . . $5,995,000

· Model Toxics Control Operating Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $361,962,000

· Model Toxics Control Operating Account—Local Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $499,000

· Model Toxics Control Stormwater Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,323,000

· Clean Fuels Program Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $6,850,000 ATTN Clark PUD

· Climate Investment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $71,424,000

· TOTAL APPROPRIATION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,070,583,000

· Climate Investment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $71,424,000

· Natural Climate Solutions Account—State, Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,506,000

· $100,000 for hearings examiner in land uses cases involving Climate impacts Attn County

· (1) $2,500,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely to the commission to work with conservation districts to implement priority forest health and community wildfire resilience projects.  ATTN County

· $1,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely to connect scientists, practitioners, and researchers and coordinate efforts to monitor and quantify benefits of best management practices on agricultural lands, and better understand values and motivations of landowners to implement voluntary incentive programs. ATTN County

· $1,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation are provided solely to increase native tree and shrub availability for riparian restoration projects under the governor's salmon strategy. ATTN County

· Fish and Wildlife : Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $3,560,000

· DFW  Natural Climate Solutions Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,394,000

· DFW $1,200,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely to reduce severe wildfire risk and increase forest resiliency through fuels reduction, thinning, fuel break creation, and prescribed burning on agency lands. Attn Couny

· DFW $14,000,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2026 and $14,000,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2027 are provided solely for the  protection, recovery, and restoration of biodiversity, the recovery of threatened and endangered species, and a review of the department of fish and wildlife. Examples include habitat protection and restoration, technical assistance for growth management act planning, fish passage improvements, conservation education, scientific research for species and ecosystem protection, and similar activities. Funding in this subsection may include pass-throughs to public, nonprofit, academic, or tribal entities for the purposes of this subsection. County

· To DNR from Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $7,072,000

· To DNR from Natural Climate Solutions Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,734,000

· To DNR $2,823,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to carry out the forest practices adaptive management program pursuant to RCW 76.09.370 and the May 24, 2012, settlement agreement entered into by the department and the department of ecology.

· To DNR , $3,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely for investment in urban forestry to support reduction of negative environmental conditions such as heat, flooding, and pollution and helping communities become greener, cleaner, healthier, and more resilient. Attn County

· To DNR $1,830,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to make investments in education and training to bolster a statewide natural resources workforce to support the health and resilience of Washington's forests. Of this amount, $400,000 is provided solely to provide wildland fire management training to tribal communities and members.  County

· To Ag Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,894,000 

· To Ag Aquatic Lands Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $1,609,000

· To Ag $893,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to support planning and development of statewide livestock composting infrastructure to protect human health and reduce greenhouse gas emission. Attn Conservation District CD

· To EFSEC Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $6,069,000

· To EFSEC $1,068,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to support agency operations and to  hire additional environmental siting and compliance positions needed to support an anticipated workload increase from new clean energy projects.

· To EFSEC $1,034,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for preapplication development and clean energy manufacturing review, reimbursement to tribes for costs associated with clean energy project application reviews, and contracted services for green hydrogen and clean energy manufacturing programs.

· To State Patrol Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $1,804,000

· For UW, Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $2,526,000

· For UW, $400,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2026 and $400,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2027 are provided solely for the climate impacts group in the college of the environment.

· To UW $300,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2026 and $300,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2027 are provided solely for the college of education to collaborate with teacher preparation programs and the office of the superintendent of public instruction to develop open access climate science educational curriculum for use in teacher preparation programs.

· $2,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for staffing and operational expenditures related to the battery fabrication testbed.

· To UW $520,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely for the biological response to ocean

· acidification to advance high-priority biological experiments to better understand the relationship between marine organisms and ocean acidification.

· To UW for $526,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for two grant writers to support the ongoing need for tribal and overburdened communities to access state and federal funding opportunities that advance environmental justice through the thriving communities technical assistance program.

· For WSU Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation -- $7,722,000

· For WSU $7,722,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the institute for northwest energy futures.  Attn Cathryn

· To Workforce Training Board and advisory committee Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . $759,000

· FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE SERVICES—PRESCRIBED FIRE CLAIMS ACCOUNT Natural Climate Solutions Account—State Appropriation. . $2,000,000

· For the Washington State Treasurer Climate Investment Account: For transfer to the carbon emissions reduction account,$40,000,000 for fiscal year 2026

· Climate Investment Account: For transfer to the carbon emissions reduction account,$154,153,000 for fiscal year 2027

· Climate Investment Account: For transfer to the carbon emissions reduction account,$162,000,000 for fiscal year 2027

· Climate Investment Account: For transfer to the natural climate solutions account, $33,000,000 for fiscal year 2026

· C/o Treasurer, Natural Climate Solutions Account: For transfer to the wildfire response, forest restoration, and community resilience account, solely for the implementation of chapter 298, Laws of

· 39 2021 (2SHB 1168) (long-term forest health),$20,000,000 for fiscal year 2026 and $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2027

· c/o Office of Indian Affairs Climate Commitment Account—State $658,000

· c/o Office of Indian Affairs, $404,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of ESSHB 1216 (clean energy siting). Within amounts provided in this subsection, the governor's office of Indian affairs, in consultation with the department of ecology, the department of commerce, and the department of archaeology and historic preservation, must coordinate government-to-government engagement with federally recognized Indian tribes

· $50,000 of the legal services revolving account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of HB 1181 (climate change/planning).

· c/o Commerce community services and housing Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation;$35,000,000

· $35,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer grant funding through the existing network of federal low-income home energy assistance program grantees to provide low-income households with energy utility bill assistance.

· c/o Commerce local govt, Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $53,353,000

· c/o Commerce local govt Natural Climate Solutions Account—State;   $2,747,000

· $50,953,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1181 (climate change/planning).

· $2,400,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe for phase 3 of the Port Gamble shoreline restoration project.

· c/o Commerce, Econ dev Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . $4,477,000

· $352,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of Second Substitute House Bill No. 1176 (climate-ready communities)

· $2,110,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to expand the industrial symbiosis program.

· $390,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to establish a circular economy market development program.

· $1,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the innovation cluster accelerator program. Funding provided in this subsection may only be used to develop and maintain clusters that aim to reduce and mitigate impacts from greenhouse gases in overburdened communities, deploy renewable energy resources, increase energy efficiency or reduction.

· To Commerce, Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation, for Energy and Innovation, $219,507,000

· c/o Commerce Energy and innovation Natural Climate Solutions Account— $617,772,000

· Electric Vehicle Incentive Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000,000

· Low-Income Weatherization and Structural Rehabilitation Assistance Account—State ;$1,399,000

· Natural Climate Solutions Account—State Appropriation; $1,167,000

· $1,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to the Yakama Nation for an advanced rail energy storage project. ATTN PUD

· $800,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to contract with a nonprofit entity to serve as a Washington state green bank. The purpose of the funds is to leverage federal funds available for green bank development to support development of sustainable and clean energy financing solutions within Washington.

· $2,500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to support a tribal clean energy innovation and training center in partnership and colocated at Northwest Indian College. The center aims to support tribal energy goals and pursue clean energy deployment opportunities that enhance tribal energy sovereignty and well-being among tribes.

· $4,500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer a grant program to assist community-based organizations, local governments, ports, tribes, and other entities to author federal grant applications and to provide support for federal grant reporting for entities that receive federal grants.

· $350,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the authority to contract with Tacoma power, to conduct a feasibility study, including scoping project costs, on pumped storage at Tacoma power's Mossyrock dam.

· $1,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide grants to the following public utility districts for the costs of relocating utilities necessitated by fish barrier removal projects:

· c/o Commerce energy and innovation; $600,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer a grant program for cities and counties to establish permitting processes that rely on the online automated permit processing software developed by the national renewable energy laboratory and that applies to any combination of the following permitting: Solar,energy storage, electric vehicle charging infrastructure, or other similar clean energy applications included within the suite of capabilities of the online automated permit processing software. To be eligible for grant funding under this subsection, a city or county is only required to submit a notice of their intent to participate in the program. ATTN PUD, City, County

· $250,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to contract with a nonprofit entity that represents the maritime industry to develop and publish a strategic framework regarding the production, supply, and use of sustainable maritime fuels and deployment of low and zero emissions vessel technologies in Washington.

· $500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide a grant to the Muckleshoot Indian tribe for high-speed charging stations for electric vehicles on highway 164 near Dogwood street.

· $150,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to the smart building center education program to develop a qualified energy manager training program. The program must be available on demand and at no cost to the owners and operators of all tier 2 buildings to assist in

complying with Washington's clean buildings performance standards.

· $150,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to conduct up to three feasibility studies that will investigate the expansion of sewer heat recovery programs and pilots, within Washington state, to support decarbonization of the built environment.  ATTN Nelson

· $500,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to establish the Washington just and rapid transition climate tech program. The grant will provide funding for the recruitment, development, business training, and support of underserved climate technology innovators, entrepreneurs, and organizations developing or deploying solutions in the areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable transportation, and other technology solving for the environmental challenges facing overburdened communities in Washington.

· $750,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a grant to the city of Ellensburg for decarbonization planning and implementation. The funding must be used by the city for staff or contractors to develop and implement strategies to comply with the requirements of climate commitment act and decarbonize their natural gas utility.

· $199,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 6039 (geothermal energy resources).

· $272,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation for fiscal year 2025 is provided solely for implementation of Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2131 (thermal energy networks).

· $500,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2025 is provided solely for the department to contract with the Washington state academy of sciences to conduct a study to determine the value of distributed solar and storage in Washington state, including any factors the academy finds relevant, in order to create recommendations and options for a methodology or methodologies that utility regulators and governing bodies may use after the statutory four percent net metering threshold is met. In

the course of their research and analysis, the academy shall engage relevant stakeholders focused on the value of distributed energy resources in Washington state, including solar, storage, vehicle to grid, and other resources. This shall include, but is not limited to,representatives from consumer-owned utilities, municipal-owned utilities, investor-owned utilities, utility regulators, the rooftop solar and storage industry, as well as advocacy organizations involved with consumer advocacy, environmental justice, clean energy, climate change, labor unions, and federally recognized Indian tribes.

· c/o Office of Financial Management $3,060,000 of the general fund—federal appropriation and $4,485,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation are provided solely for implementation of Second Substitute House Bill No. 1176 (climate-ready communities). A minimum of 60 percent of climate service corps positions created pursuant to the bill shall be provided to members of vulnerable populations in overburdened communities as defined in RCW 70A.65.010, the climate commitment act.

· $772,000 of the climate investment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the office to develop a data portal and other materials and strategies to improve public and community understanding of expenditures, funding opportunities, and grants, from climate commitment act accounts. Major accounts. The development of the data portal must be coordinated with the department of ecology and the expenditure tracking process described in section 302(13) of this "Climate commitment act accounts" means the carbon emissions reduction account created in RCW 70A.65.240, the climate commitment account created in RCW 70A.65.260, the natural climate solutions account created in RCW 70A.65.270, the climate investment account created in RCW 70A.65.250, the air quality and health disparities improvement account created in RCW 70A.65.280, the climate transit programs account created in RCW 46.68.500, and the climate active transportation account created in RCW 46.68.490.

· c/o DSHS $2,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to pilot a statewide network of community assemblies fully centered on overburdened communities as defined in RCW 70A.02.010.

· c/o Dept of Health Climate Commitment Account—State Appropriation; $89,822,000

· Climate Investment Account—State Appropriation. . . . . . . $902,000

· $10,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely to support and administer a workplace health and safety program for workers who are affected by climate impacts, including but not limited to, extreme heat and cold, wildfire smoke, drought, and flooding. This program will focus on workplace health and safety for farmworkers, construction workers, and other workers who face the most risk from climate-related impacts. This amount shall be limited to supporting vulnerable populations in overburdened communities under the climate commitment act as defined in RCW 70A.65.010.

· $5,996,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to implement the healthy environment for all act under chapter 70A.02 RCW, including additional staff and support for the environmental justice council and implementation of a community engagement plan.

· $26,355,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to administer capacity grants to tribes and tribal organizations and to overburdened communities and vulnerable populations to provide guidance and input.

· $1,393,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for grants to King county to address the disproportionate rates of asthma among children who reside within 10 miles of the Seattle-Tacoma international airport.

· $5,496,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide grants to school districts making updates to existing heating, venting, and air conditioning systems using small district modernization grants.

· $38,600,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to develop a grant program to fund projects that benefit overburdened communities as defined in RCW 70A.02.010(11). 

· $6,000,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department and the environmental justice council created in RCW 70A.02.110 to engage in a participatory budgeting process with at least five geographically diverse overburdened communities, as identified by the department, to develop a process to select and fund projects that mitigate the disproportional impacts of climate change on overburdened communities. The process must allow for full community engagement and develop criteria for eligible entities and projects and establish priorities to achieve the greatest gain for decarbonization and resiliency. 

· $32,600,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide grants that benefit overburdened communities. 

· $4,002,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely to address flood prevention in the Nooksack basin and Sumas prairie. Of this amount: $2,000,000 is provided solely to expand and sustain Whatcom county's floodplain integrated planning (FLIP) team planning process, including supporting communication, community participation, coordination, technical studies and analysis, and development of local solutions.

· (b) $900,000 is provided solely for the department to support transboundary coordination, including facilitation and technical support to develop and evaluate alternatives for managing transboundary flooding in Whatcom county and British Columbia.

· (c) $1,102,000 is provided solely to support dedicated local and department capacity for floodplain planning and technical support. Ofthe amount in this subsection (c), $738,000 is solely for a grant to Whatcom county. The remaining amount is for the department to provide on going staff technical assistance and support to flood prevention efforts in this area.

· $18,504,000 of the climate investment account state appropriation is provided solely for capacity grants to federally recognized tribes for: (a) Consultation on spending decisions on grants in accordance with RCW 70A.65.305; (b)consultation on clean energy siting projects; (c) activities supporting climate resilience and adaptation; (d) developing tribal clean energy projects; (e) applying for state or federal grant funding; and (f) other related work. In order to meet the requirements of RCW 70A.65.230(1)(b), tribal applicants are encouraged to include a tribal resolution supporting their request with their grant application.

· $2,500,000 of the model toxics control operating account— state appropriation is provided solely for the department to conduct a statewide compost emissions study, which will provide essential data needed to improve the quality of air permitting decisions, improve compost facility operations, and support state goals to reduce organic waste in landfills reducing climate change impacts.

· $2,256,000 of the model toxics control operating account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department to provide technical assistance to landowners and local governments to promote voluntary compliance, implement best management practices, and support implementation of water quality clean-up plans in shellfish growing areas, agricultural areas, forestlands, and other types of land uses, including technical assistance focused on protection and restoration of critical riparian management areas important for salmon recovery.

· $2,702,000 of the model toxics control operating account— state appropriation is provided solely for the department to develop a 6PPD action plan and complete a safer alternatives assessment of the 6PPD compound used in tires, including obtaining any data necessary to complete the alternatives assessment. The action plan should identify, characterize, and evaluate uses and releases of 6PPD and related chemicals, and recommend actions to protect human health and the environment. The department shall provide a progress report on the action plan and alternatives assessment to the governor's office, the office of financial management, and the appropriate committees of the legislature by December 31, 2024. The department may provide funding from this subsection to the University of Washington and Washington State University for the purposes of this subsection.

· $5,195,000 of the model toxics control operating account—state appropriation is provided solely to establish a program to monitor 6PPD compounds in water and sediment, identify effective best management practices to treat 6PPD in stormwater runoff, produce guidance on how and when to use best management practices for toxicity reduction to protect salmon and other aquatic life, and incorporate the guidance into stormwater management manuals. The department may provide funding from this subsection to the University of Washington and Washington State University for the purposes of this subsection.

· $500,000 of the model toxics control operating account - state appropriation is provided solely for the department to carry out the following activities to inform the development of legislative proposals to increase recycling, reuse, and source reduction rates, which must include consideration of how to design and implement a producer responsibility model for consumer packaging, including paper, plastic, metal, and glass, and paper products:

· $370,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely as a grant to the Puget Sound clean air agency to identify emission reduction projects and to help community-based organizations, local governments, and ports in overburdened communities author grant applications and provide support for grant reporting for entities that receive grants. The department must prioritize projects located in overburdened communities so that those communities can reap the public health benefits from the climate commitment act, inflation reduction act, and other new funding opportunities.

· $1,645,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for implementation of food waste management grant programs as provided in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 2301 (waste material management).

· $650,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation is provided solely for a feasibility and engineering study for the city of Spokane's waste to energy plant carbon emissions reductions project.

· c/o parks and rec; $1,083,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation and $350,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation are provided solely to identify and reduce the

state park system's carbon emissions and assess areas of vulnerability for climate change.

· $1,800,000 of the climate commitment account—state appropriation and $300,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation are provided solely to purchase electric lawn mowers, conduct energy use metering and audits in historic buildings, and analyze coastal erosion and flooding risks.

· $5,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely to the commission to work with conservation districts to address unhealthy forests and build greater community resiliency to wildfire.

· $10,000,000 of the natural climate solutions account—state appropriation is provided solely for the commission to provide grants to local government and private landowners for fire wise projects to reduce forest fuel loading in areas deemed a high hazard for potential wildfire.

· RCW 43.330.365 and 2023 c 435 s 8 are each amended to read as follows: The electric vehicle incentive account is created in the state treasury. Revenues to the account shall consist of appropriations and

transfers by the legislature and all other moneys directed for deposit into the account. Moneys in the account may only be spent after appropriation. Expenditures from the account may be used for programs and incentives that promote the purchase or conversion to alternative fuel vehicles to further state climate goals under RCW 70A.45.020 and environmental justice goals under 70A.02 RCW,including but not limited to: Income-qualified grant programs to retire vehicles and replace them with alternative fuel vehicles Programs to provide grants for the installation of electric vehicle infrastructure to support electric vehicle adoption; and Programs to conduct research and public outreach regarding adoption of alternative fuel vehicles.

· 



Our top two legislative priorities were to protect the funding from the Climate Commitment Act and to protect the CA ZEV mandate.

We protected the CA ZEV mandate in WA, but Congress may yet repeal it.

https://www.climatesolutions.org/article/2025-05/our-obligation-persist-persevere-make-progress

 Bill numbers



ESSB 5167 (H-2387)  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5167&Year=2025&Initiative=false



https://fiscal.wa.gov/statebudgets/2025proposals/Documents/ho/ho3WayCompStatewideSummary.pdf



https://fiscal.wa.gov/default

Approved by session conference committee 

Negative GOP Accountability 

· Shame on @HouseGOP for misusing the Congressional Review Act to take away states’ authority to fight tailpipe pollution. The @GOP’s hypocritical CRA effort was both misguided and ironic for a party that claims to support state’s rights. #CleanerCars

· Shame on [Rep. NAME (District)] for voting to take away states’ authority to fight tailpipe pollution. @GOP’s misguided CRA effort was both misguided and ironic for a party that claims to support state’s rights. #CleanerCars


Thank You Accountability

· Thank you Democrats in Congress for standing up to big oil and for clean air and states’ rights by voting against the @GOP’s reckless CRA attack on stronger state tailpipe pollution standards. #CleanerCars

· Proud to thank [Rep. NAME (District)] for protecting clean air and defending states’ authority to fight tailpipe pollution. Thanks for opposing the @GOP’s misguided CRA effort! #CleanerCars

· Grateful to [Rep. NAME (District)] for rejecting the GOP’s attempt to block stronger state #CleanerCars standards. Leadership like yours keeps our air clean and our future bright! #RouteZero

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYjtz5x6w19HQsQfYoIjE1fIgVh8i6GpTWXeRG1q4kyti_7w/viewform
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The Climate element of the GMA requires us to reduce ghg emissions and
vehicle miles travelled.

The proposed expansions of the urban growth boundary would without a
doubt increase vehicle miles travelled and emissions.

The Climate Commitment Act is raising nearly $1 billion to help us reduce
emissions.  $1 billion every year. 

If you choose to conduct an EIS of proposed expansions, we run the risk of
losing our share of that $1 billion every year.

For both of those reasons, I urge you not to conduct a study of proposed
expansions this year. 

The legislature adjourned and passed their budget 10 days ago.  It’s 1360
pages long.  I downloaded their budget to see if they diverted any funds
from the climate commitment act to backfill their budget deficit.  In
general, it seems they did not. 

I pasted items of interest related to Climate into a word document.  I’ve
attached that document for you if interested.  My document is not polished
but neither was the source document.

You don’t need an Environmental Impact Study to realize that the
proposed expansions would increase vehicle miles traveled and emissions.

Don Steinke


