From: Jeffrey Delapena

To: Cnty 2025 Comp Plan; susan.mm.28@gmail.com
Cc: Jose Alvarez; Oliver Orjiako
Subject: RE: Comprehensive Plan Update Comments
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Good day, Susan,

Thank you for submitting this feedback in relation to the 2025 Comprehensive Plan Update.

This has been forwarded to additional members of Staff and will be entered into the Index of
Record.

Jeff Delapena
Program Assistant
COMMUNITY PLANNING

564.397.4558

You

From: Clark County <webteam@clark.wa.gov>

Sent: Friday, July 11, 2025 12:27 PM

To: Cnty 2025 Comp Plan <comp.plan@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update Comments

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Submitted on Fri, 07/11/2025 - 12:26 PM
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Susan

Last Name
Melton

Email Address
susan.mm.28@gmail.com

Address
Battle Ground, Washington. 98604

Message Subject
Public Comment: Preserve Rural Land Near iTech Prep

Comments
To the Clark County Planning Commission,

I'm writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed rezoning of rural land near iTech Prep
for development into a business park. This area is not only environmentally sensitive but also
home to families, schoolchildren, and longtime residents who rely on the safety and integrity of
their neighborhood.

The land in question includes wetlands, seasonal streams, and critical wildlife habitat connected
to Salmon Creek. These features are protected under current zoning, and for good reason.
Attempting to regrade or pave over these natural systems would be a costly mistake with lasting
ecological consequences.

The proposed rezoning would also introduce a high volume of truck and industrial traffic to an
area that simply isn’t built to handle it. Roads like Salmon Creek Avenue and NE 50th are narrow,
winding, and lack shoulders or sidewalks. They are already unsafe, and adding commercial traffic
would only make conditions worse. This is particularly concerning given that there are several
schools within a quarter mile of the site, including iTech Prep and Gardner School of Arts and
Sciences. Increased truck traffic would raise the risk of accidents and endanger children,
pedestrians, and cyclists alike.

It’s alarming that nearby residents—those most directly impacted—were only notified of this
rezoning proposal within days of the public hearing. This lack of timely outreach undermines
public trust and fails to meet the standards for meaningful community input. On top of that, the
county has not conducted a full SEPA Environmental Impact Statement, leaving residents without
crucial information about how this development could affect their homes, safety, and
environment.

The proposed change would also cause real harm to homeowners whose properties border this
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land. These homes are not abandoned or idle—they represent years of investment and, for many,
retirement security. Rezoning to allow a business park would devalue these properties and
permanently alter the character of a quiet, rural neighborhood.

Clark County should use land in more appropriate areas—land that’s closer to I75, with existing
infrastructure and without the environmental constraints present here. There’s simply no
compelling reason to push development into one of the last remaining rural pockets of the
community.

| strongly urge you to reject Options 2 and 3 and choose Option 1, which retains the current
designation and respects both the land and the people who live near it. If the county insists on
pursuing this rezoning, it must at the very least commit to completing a full Environmental Impact
Statement and ensure transparent, early communication with all affected residents moving
forward.

This is a decision that will have lasting consequences. | hope the commission will prioritize safety,
sustainability, and the character of our community over short-term industrial expansion.

Sincerely,
Susan Melton
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