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Good day, Jude,
 
Thank you for your feedback related to the Sept. 30th Community Workshop regarding
the Agricultural Lands Study.
 
These will be entered into the Comprehensive Plan Index of Record.
 

Jeff Delapena
Program Assistant
COMMUNITY PLANNING

564.397.4558

                 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain. Any correspondence
from or to this e-mail account may be a public record. Accordingly, this email, in whole or in
part may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of
confidentiality or privilege asserted by an external party.
 
 
From: Jude Wait <wellsavellc@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 6, 2025 8:38 PM
To: Bart Catching <Bart.Catching@clark.wa.gov>
Cc: Jeffrey Delapena <Jeffrey.Delapena@clark.wa.gov>; Lauren Henricksen
<Lauren.Henricksen@clark.wa.gov>; Sue Marshall <Sue.Marshall@clark.wa.gov>; Diane Dempster
<dianedempster36@gmail.com>; Dillon Haggerty <dilishfarm@gmail.com>; Mo McKenna
<momoflowerfarm@gmail.com>; Ann Foster <annfoster5093@gmail.com>; Monica Zazueta
<zazuetamonica0813@gmail.com>; Gabriela Mendoza Ewing <info@pasitosgigantes.org>; Edward
Hamilton Rosales <ed.rosales@wiafs.com>; Madeline Brooks <mbrooks@triangleassociates.com>;
Danielle Jochums <djochums@triangleassociates.com>; Jose Alvarez <Jose.Alvarez@clark.wa.gov>;
Oliver Orjiako <Oliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>; Wil Fuentes <Wil.Fuentes@clark.wa.gov>; Matt Little
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<Matt.Little@clark.wa.gov>; joezimm@live.com; justin@burgerfamilyfarm.com; O'Dea, JUSTIN
<justin.odea@wsu.edu>; zoppenheimer@clarkcd.org; Hector Hinojosa
<vanwametro.47026@gmail.com>; hollyhansenagcomm@gmail.com; Jenna Kay
<Jenna.Kay@clark.wa.gov>; Amy Koski <Amy.Koski@clark.wa.gov>; Patricia Haggerty
<farmfoodjustice@gmail.com>; Paul Burgess <paul.burgess@fourthplainforward.org>; Kelly &
Patrick <flattackfarm@gmail.com>; cc: Sunrise O'Mahoney <sunrise@thewatershedalliance.org>
Subject: Econ DATA needs for Ag Study, GMP. Consultants, Commissions, and Council

 
 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Thanks for the Open House and map posters! 
Thanks, Oliver, for agreeing that you could make a Current Use map that exposes the CU
inside the UGA. 
 
Here's more data that should be easily updated. This from 2014 when we were struggling
to show that farming in Clark County mattered (and we're still...)
By my (not an economist) analysis at the time (mostly 2012 data) : 
 

In summary, data show 8,851 food and farming jobs in Clark County. This figure is
more than 7% of the jobs in Clark County in 2012, at a time when there was 10.4%
unemployment.iv This is almost as many jobs as the top 8 single largest private
employers in Clark County combined.v
 

Current data updates may not make us happy, but would inspire us to the urgency of
saving what we have left and building for expanding our capacity (not losing more
farms and not developing more farmable land. Farming and Food sectors are still
important to the current and long term SIGNIFICANCE and Capacity. 
 
PS I don't agree with blocking out the UGA -- that seemed to also be a shock to many on
the Ag Advisory Commission. I get the zoning criteria, but how do we account for so
much farming on RURAL and in UGA and borderlands. What are the cumulative impacts
of sprawling cities?    
 
respectfully submitted, 
Jude Wait
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Economic Significance of Food and Farming in Clark County: 
Snapshot of select data shared in December 2014 

 Jobs, Sales, Income, Growing Demand, and Food Security 

• Food and Farm Product Sales of More Than $475 Million 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture reports that Clark County’s food 
processing industry generated 1,029 jobs to attain gross sales of $364 million in 
2012—with milk, fryers, and berries the top three products.i 

The total market value of crops and livestock sold by Clark County farms $50.9 million—with 
37% or $18.9 million from crop sales and $32 million from livestock sales (63%), according to the 
2012 Census of Agriculture (COA).ii In addition, 384 of the farms reported additional gross 
income from farm-related sources, totaling nearly $6 million—including $249,000 from agri- 
tourism and recreational services, and $1.6 million for forest products (excluding Christmas trees). 

Farm expenses totaled $54.7 million, including $5.7 million in property taxes, nearly $1 million 
for utilities, $1.3 for repairs, supplies and maintenance, $2.7 million on fuel, and $15 million for 
feed, among other farm production expense categories reported for the 2012 COA. 

• More Than 8,850 Food and Farming Jobs 
There are a total of 3,072 farm operators in Clark County. Hired farm labor is another category 
in the COA, which reports 2,211 workers, including 454 migrant workers, for a $9 million 
payroll. Contract labor on 178 farms cost farmers nearly $1 million. There are also 2,476 unpaid 
workers who are “agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm 
or ranch.”iii 

In summary, data show 8,851 food and farming jobs in Clark County. This figure 
is more than 7% of the jobs in Clark County in 2012, at a time when there was 10.4% 
unemployment.iv This is almost as many jobs as the top 8 single largest private 
employers in Clark County combined.v 
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i http://agr.wa.gov/AgInWa/Crop_Maps.aspx 
iihttp://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_L 
evel/Washington/ 
iii COA 2012. Appendix B. General Explanation and Census of Agriculture Report Form 
iv Source: Washington State Employment Security Department via 
http://gis.clark.wa.gov/gishome/Census/2000/?pid=quickfacts 
v Source: Vancouver Business Journal’s 2013 Book of Lists via 
http://gis.clark.wa.gov/gishome/Census/2000/?pid=quickfacts 
vi In our research process, we identified 102 farms using one or more direct-to-consumer market 
channels such as farmers’ markets, u-pick, farm stands, on-line ordering, on-farm events, and 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)—only 29 of which are CSA farms. It appears as though 
the COA captured more CSA farms (39). 
vii http://www.columbian.com/news/2013/mar/31/food-bank-20-more-of-everything/ 
viii http://communitygrown.org/map-of-clark-county-gardens/ 
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