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Good day, Diane,
 
Thank you for your feedback related to the Agricultural Lands Study for the 2025
Comprehensive Plan Update.
 
I have forwarded your comments to Staff and will enter these into the Index of Record.
 

Jeff Delapena
Program Assistant
COMMUNITY PLANNING

564.397.4558

                 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain. Any correspondence
from or to this e-mail account may be a public record. Accordingly, this email, in whole or in
part may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of
confidentiality or privilege asserted by an external party.
 
 
From: Diane Dempster <dianedempster36@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2025 11:06 AM
To: Cnty 2025 Comp Plan <comp.plan@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Comments on the Ag Land study

 

 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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DIANE DEMPSTER

3800 NE 55TH ST 

VANCOUVER, WA 98661

Dianedempster36@gmail.com



Dear Councilors.

My comments are about the Agricultural Lands Study the County has undertaken. 

There is a long and important history of diverse agricultural production in the County. Recent studies show that a large percentage of agricultural land in the County is in pasture, hay or silage and all other crops are a much smaller percentage. Agricultural Census reports show crop types, not individual crops, but we know that the high-quality soils in our County can produce tree fruit, berries, all types of vegetables, dairy, meat as well as silage, hay and pasture. There are only a few counties in the State that can support such diversity, yet pasture and hay/silage account for the most acreage. This is not related to the quality of soil or the ability of producers, but to other factors that influence what producers grow.

 Support businesses such as processing, packing facilities, farm supply and diverse, consistent markets are needed to keep agriculture viable. When these businesses disappear, urban pressures increase and land values skyrocket, farms disappear or grow the least expensive crops which may be pasture or hay. The 2007 report by Globalwise Inc, describes this decline and lack of infrastructure. We have lost a lot of agricultural land since then.

We as a County need to invest in agriculture and this means preserving all the land with the potential to grow food we can whether it is zoned Ag or not.

Agriculture is changing. Small and mid-sized farms can be very productive if they have diverse market opportunities and support services and businesses. Other Counties such as Lewis and Thurston are investing in agricultural infrastructure, and it pays off for the farmers and the community.

With a growing population and an ever-increasing need for quality, nutritious food, the need for local food will continue to grow. We shouldn’t have to rely of food from Mexico and Southern California that travels 1500 miles when we can invest in our local food economy.

We need to preserve all the land with potential for any type of agricultural production no matter the zoning.

Thank you

Diane Dempster

























 

Hello,
Please submit these comments into the public record.
Thank you.
Diane Dempster
dianedempster36@gmail.com
206-751-9525
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Dear Councilors. 

My comments are about the Agricultural Lands Study the County has undertaken.  

There is a long and important history of diverse agricultural production in the County. 
Recent studies show that a large percentage of agricultural land in the County is in pasture, 
hay or silage and all other crops are a much smaller percentage. Agricultural Census 
reports show crop types, not individual crops, but we know that the high-quality soils in our 
County can produce tree fruit, berries, all types of vegetables, dairy, meat as well as silage, 
hay and pasture. There are only a few counties in the State that can support such diversity, 
yet pasture and hay/silage account for the most acreage. This is not related to the quality of 
soil or the ability of producers, but to other factors that influence what producers grow. 

 Support businesses such as processing, packing facilities, farm supply and diverse, 
consistent markets are needed to keep agriculture viable. When these businesses 
disappear, urban pressures increase and land values skyrocket, farms disappear or grow 
the least expensive crops which may be pasture or hay. The 2007 report by Globalwise Inc, 
describes this decline and lack of infrastructure. We have lost a lot of agricultural land 
since then. 

We as a County need to invest in agriculture and this means preserving all the land with the 
potential to grow food we can whether it is zoned Ag or not. 

Agriculture is changing. Small and mid-sized farms can be very productive if they have 
diverse market opportunities and support services and businesses. Other Counties such 
as Lewis and Thurston are investing in agricultural infrastructure, and it pays off for the 
farmers and the community. 

With a growing population and an ever-increasing need for quality, nutritious food, the need 
for local food will continue to grow. We shouldn’t have to rely of food from Mexico and 
Southern California that travels 1500 miles when we can invest in our local food economy. 

We need to preserve all the land with potential for any type of agricultural production no 
matter the zoning. 

Thank you 
Diane Dempster 
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