
From: Jenna Kay
To: Cnty 2025 Comp Plan; Jeffrey Delapena
Subject: FW: Pl anning for whose future?
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 12:13:16 PM

For the record
 
From: Heather Tischbein <htischbein@icloud.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 11:32 AM
To: Jenna Kay <Jenna.Kay@clark.wa.gov>
Cc: Oliver Orjiako <Oliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Pl anning for whose future?

 
Thanks, Jenna.  I’m way down a trajectory of study on the doctrine of
discovery….domination and duhamanization….and how this mindset has become
encoded into law to such a degree that We believe it be a truth about how the world
works.  I may be the only person I know (or think I know) that desires to acknowledge our
colonial history and its impact on what we think is right, good, and possible matters in
our land use planning.  So, I’m just raising this issue in case anyone else thinks it would
be helpful and wise to seriously investigate world views and how our beliefs and values
constrain and/or expand our visions of possibilities for our descendants…seven
generations into the future.  What if stewardship and reciprocity and community were
driving our world view rather than ownership, domination, and extractive wealth?  Our
“land us plan” would look a lot different…as least I think it would.   

On Jul 11, 2025, at 4:16 PM, Jenna Kay <Jenna.Kay@clark.wa.gov> wrote:

﻿
Hi again Heather,
 
Confirming we received this note and attachment too.
 
Regards,
Jenna
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From: Heather Tischbein <htischbein@icloud.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2025 6:46 AM
To: Jenna Kay <Jenna.Kay@clark.wa.gov>; Oliver Orjiako <Oliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Pl anning for whose future?

 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

As a follow up: This is a good article on decolonizing planning.  Can we bring this
lens to the ag lands survey and the ag commission deliberations?  It seems like we
need more focused attention on land as a “gift” to The People to be stewarded for
the benefit of All the People.  That the belief in ownership  of “capital” as the
primary interest to protect and benefit is one that needs to shift.    Well being for
community  over/thru time is what planning is for, at least in my world view.  The
well being of the seventh generation seems like the real interest that we need to
be serving and that is one that can unite us.  How can we center our thinking and
design planning around this one goal: the well being of our children…of our
descendants?   How can we become good ancestors thru this planning process?

https://planning-org-uploaded-
media.s3.amazonaws.com/publication/download_pdf/PAS-QuickNotes-
110_DvjZEjg.pdf

Sent from the desk of Heather C. Tiscbein
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PAS

OUICKNOTES
Decolonizing the Future:  
An Inclusive Approach to Futures 
Planners shape the future of communities. In this work, different power dynamics can influence who has 
a say in that future and what the envisioned future might look like. Futures literacy and foresight meth-
ods can help to create more resilient and equitable plans. However, if the plausible futures we imagine 
aren’t developed through an inclusive approach, they won’t lead to a truly equitable future. Additionally, 
foresight methods originated in military strategy and corporate business planning for war games and 
profit-making. When applying foresight to urban planning, the focus should be on serving the common 
good. To achieve equitable outcomes, we must rethink how we approach, imagine, and discuss futures.

BACKGROUND
One approach to inclusive futures increasingly discussed in futures work is decolonizing the future. This 
approach is not about revisiting the colonial period. Instead, it is about questioning the continuation of 
past and present systems, envisioning multiple futures by integrating diverse perspectives, and ensur-
ing the resulting outcomes are translated into actions. Decolonizing the future is not just about inclu-
sion, representation, or who is in the room. It is about creating safe spaces for historically marginalized 
worldviews and cultural identities, moving away from one dominant perspective, and encouraging the 
imagination and co-creation of many possible futures that encompass all identities, values, experiences, 
and perspectives. 

This involves challenging our mental models and unlearning cultural norms that uphold hierarchi-
cal worldviews while redefining “expertise” and shifting power to those most burdened. It also means 
accepting that we don’t have all the answers. The future is not one single vision but a collective of 
imagined futures shaped by people of all backgrounds—different races, abilities, cultures, and socio-
economic statuses.

Planners play a crucial role in creating these decolonial futures by integrating collective imaginations in 
their planning efforts. This is a constant learning process, and the first step is to foster futures literacy and 
futures thinking within our communities, empowering people to shape their future together. Planners 
can begin this process by asking the following three questions. 

WHOSE FUTURE ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 
Visions of the future are often dominated by tech-centric, white, and Western perspectives, which risks 
limiting how we envision change. Imagining the future is about gaining the power to shape it. Limiting 
our view to the dominant perspective risks replicating the mistakes of the past. History, often written by 
the victors, presents a singular narrative, neglecting other perspectives that remain unheard. Envisioning 
the future from only one vantage point can lead to the same exclusion.

Futures thinking is about people: the people who will be living in the future. Planners must understand 
the diverse cultural views of those whose futures we are imagining and integrate different worldviews 
and their interconnections. For example, in the Western world, time is typically seen as linear—an arrow 
pointing from present to future—but some cultures view time as circular. Similarly, different religions have 
varying beliefs on whether and how humans can shape the future or if only a supreme being has that 
ability and power. Such alternative understandings should expand our imaginings. 

This PAS QuickNotes was  
prepared by Petra Hurtado, PhD, 
chief foresight and knowledge 
officer at the American  
Planning Association, with  
Destiny Brown, MS in urban 
planning, University of  
New Orleans.  

American Planning Association
Planning Advisory Service

Creating Great Communities for All
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Decolonizing the future requires imagin-
ing and co-creating many possible 
futures that encompass all identities, val-
ues, experiences, and perspectives. (Credit 
Jupiterimages/The Image Bank)
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Decolonizing the future also requires personal transformation and critical reflexivity. It challenges ingrained 
notions of power, control, profit, and individualism; encourages empathy and solidarity; and prioritizes the 
collective well-being of those whose future we plan for. Planners must remove themselves as the “experts” 
and embrace discomfort, confront difficult truths, and engage in challenging conversations. Rather than 
imposing solutions, fostering dialogue is key.

WHO WILL BE LIVING IN THAT FUTURE? 
The future belongs to those who will inhabit it. This includes children—and those who aren’t yet born. 
The idea of thinking about future generations is not new. Indigenous peoples, namely the Haudenosaunee, 
have long embraced the Seventh Generation principle: considering how decisions today will impact seven 
generations into the future. This concept is gaining traction in the Western world as many of today’s global 
challenges (such as climate change) extend beyond a single lifespan. But though the term “future genera-
tions” was used in the 1987 Brundtland Report definition of sustainable development, the concept has not 
been included in politics or planning for sustainability. 

Including far-out futures in today’s planning is challenging. People often struggle to act proactively when 
the impacts of a problem are not immediately felt, and focusing on the future can be hard when the 
present is overwhelming. Despite this, momentum is building. In September 2024, the UN’s Summit of 
the Future focused on finding ways to include youth and consider future generations in decision-making, 
culminating in the Declaration on Future Generations, a commitment to govern with future generations in 
mind. While local planning does not yet often address future generations, some communities have started 
to involve children and youth in their planning processes. Change won’t happen overnight, but we need to 
continue fostering these approaches and integrating them into planning. 

WHAT’S THE ROLE OF PLANNERS? 
Planners can use the future to bring people together in the present. They can empower community mem-
bers to imagine their futures and engage them in creating change. They can create spaces for meaningful 
conversations and synthesize collective visions into actionable plans. Decolonization is a strategic action for 
the present, not just an idealized future. 

Planners can play a central role in decolonizing the future by eliminating biases in community planning, 
leveraging ideas from the margins, and fostering a grassroots approach to co-creation. Community em-
powerment is central, with initiatives designed to enable communities to take control of their futures and 
contribute their unique perspectives. When synthesizing various perspectives on futures, planners must 
facilitate dialogues in a way that allows all voices to be heard and difficult conversations to be embraced. 
Storytelling can be a powerful practice. However, storytelling can involve many languages, and written 
words are not always the default mode of expression. 

CONCLUSIONS
Decolonizing the future will be an ongoing, intergenerational process challenging current ways of living 
and promoting continuous learning, unlearning, and action. Hope for the future lies in making strategic de-
cisions today to transcend colonial legacies and co-create inclusive futures where all people are acknowl-
edged, respected, and protected. This will require planners to move beyond theoretical discussions and 
towards the practical integration of shared wisdom, experiences, and cultures into planning and develop-
ment to ensure sustainability and equity for future generations. 
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