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Good day, Sam,

Thank you for providing comments on behalf of the City of Battle Ground ahead of
tonight’s Joint Hearing to select the Preferred Land Use Alternative.

Your comments will be brought to the attention of the Planning Commission and Council
ahead of the Hearing. This will also be added to the Index of Record.

Best,

Jeff Delapena
Program Assistant
COMMUNITY PLANNING

564.397.4558

OO0

NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain. Any correspondence
from or to this e-mail account may be a public record. Accordingly, this email, in whole or in
part may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of
confidentiality or privilege asserted by an external party.

From: Sam Crummett <sam.crummett@cityofbg.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:41 AM

To: Jeffrey Delapena <Jeffrey.Delapena@clark.wa.gov>; rebecca.messinger@clark.wa.gov.
Cc: Jose Alvarez <Jose.Alvarez@clark.wa.gov>; Oliver Orjiako <Oliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Comments from the City of Battle Ground
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City of Battle Ground

Community Development Department
109 SW 15t Street, Suite 127, Battle Ground, WA 98604
360.342.5047

January 7, 2026
Honorable Planning Commissioners and County Councilors:

KarlJohnson, Chair

Jack Harroun, Vice-Chair
Alicia LeDuc Montgomery
Kyle Fadness

Mark Bergthold

Ron Barca

Bryan Halbert

Sue Marshall, Chair
Glen Yung

Michelle Belkot

Wil Fuentes

Matt Little

On behalf of the City of Battle Ground, please accept the following testimony regarding the
Comprehensive Plan Update.

Battle Ground is supportive of Growth Alternative 2 as represented in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). For Battle Ground, this growth alternative
provides reasonable measures to add capacity within city limits and the existing planning
area.

One of Battle Ground’s primary goals in this process is to expand its Urban Growth Area
(UGA) to the Dollars Corner area for the purpose of accommodating employment growth.
In 2021, Battle Ground completed a Land Use Master Plan to better understand its growth
needs. This study found Battle Ground is deficient in employment lands.

Data studied on home locations for Battle Ground workers and where they work, supports
the perception that Battle Ground is a “bedroom” community. In 2021, the top three
places where Battle Ground residents travel to work are Vancouver, Portland, and Battle
Ground, in that order.

To reverse this trend, Battle Ground’s Plan will create more jobs close to home. The
expansion to Dollars Corner would add approximately 450 (gross) acres for job growth. The
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existing Dollars Corner commercial center would be added to the Battle Ground UGA. This
area has already received significant state transportation infrastructure investment and its
location minimizes traffic impacts related to shipping and freight in Battle Ground’s city
center.

Our request also removes approximately 330 acres from the Meadow Glade area in the
southwest of the current UGA. Existing development patterns and lack of infrastructure
make this area unlikely to develop within the 20-year planning horizon. Removing this
residential area will help focus residential growth more compactly into the rest of Battle
Ground’s planning area. Figure 1 below illustrates Battle Ground’s growth request.

Figure 1. City of Battle Ground Growth Proposal (Alternative 2).
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While Battle Ground is supportive of Alternative 2, it is asking for two minor modifications
to the requested UGA expansion, resulting from community visioning and as
recommended by our Planning Commission and City Council.

The requested modifications are related to city infrastructure and utility needs. The first
modification request would add three parcels: 226938000 (Miller), 226943000 (Haldeman),
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and 226988000 (Newell) into the proposed Urban Growth Area (17.04 total acres) (Figure
2). These parcels would be designated as Low-Density Residential. Their inclusion would
allow a development to move forward and complete a “full street” improvement to NW 30
Street. NW 30" Street is currently improved with a “half-street.” This also would allow for
the improvement of the North Parkway Avenue intersection at 30" Street.

The second request would add parcel 229197000 to the City’s UGA (35 acres) (Figure 3). Thisis a
City of Battle Ground owned parcel containing the city’s water reservoirs. Including this property
would create efficiencies in decision making and permitting. The appropriate designation would
be Residential Low Density. The City has no intention of allowing residential growth on this
property. The City would be fine with agreeing to place a Parks/Open Space overlay zone to
demonstrate that no additional residential growth would occur.

Figure 2. Parcels to complete the NW 30" half street.
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Figure 3. City Water Reservoirs Parcel
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Battle Ground understands the gravity and complexity of a 20-year countywide growth
plan. Since the County and partner cities are currently outside of the GMA timeframe for
compliance, we encourage you to move through this process as quickly and efficiently as
possible.

Thank you for the collaborative leadership you and your staff have provided. We look
forward to our continued partnership and assisting in bringing this effort across the finish
line.

Sincerely,

2 Ob—

Eric Overholser
Mayor, City of Battle Ground

A full copy of Battle Ground’s Draft Plan may be found here:
https://cityofbg.box.com/s/2(7tt8hldpyezwphfkr78joz883uvg7f
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EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Jeff, Rebecca,

Looks like the opportunity to submit written comments is closed online.

Our Mayor will be reading some version of this letter into the Record this evening. I’ll
have copies as well, | can give to the Clerk. I’'ll be in attendance as well.

Thank you.

SAM CRUMMETT, AICP
Planning Supervisor
City of Battle Ground

109 SW 15 Street | Battle Ground, WA 98604
360.342.5042

Website | Facebook | Twitter

NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e-mail account is public domain. Any correspondence from

or to this e-mail account may be a public record. Accordingly, this e-mail, in whole or in part, may be
subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of confidentiality or privilege
asserted by an external party.
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On behalf of the City of Battle Ground, please accept the following testimony regarding the
Comprehensive Plan Update.

Battle Ground is supportive of Growth Alternative 2 as represented in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). For Battle Ground, this growth alternative
provides reasonable measures to add capacity within city limits and the existing planning
area.

One of Battle Ground’s primary goals in this process is to expand its Urban Growth Area
(UGA) to the Dollars Corner area for the purpose of accommodating employment growth.
In 2021, Battle Ground completed a Land Use Master Plan to better understand its growth
needs. This study found Battle Ground is deficient in employment lands.

Data studied on home locations for Battle Ground workers and where they work, supports
the perception that Battle Ground is a “bedroom” community. In 2021, the top three
places where Battle Ground residents travel to work are Vancouver, Portland, and Battle
Ground, in that order.

To reverse this trend, Battle Ground’s Plan will create more jobs close to home. The
expansion to Dollars Corner would add approximately 450 (gross) acres for job growth. The
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existing Dollars Corner commercial center would be added to the Battle Ground UGA. This
area has already received significant state transportation infrastructure investment and its
location minimizes traffic impacts related to shipping and freight in Battle Ground’s city
center.

Our request also removes approximately 330 acres from the Meadow Glade area in the
southwest of the current UGA. Existing development patterns and lack of infrastructure
make this area unlikely to develop within the 20-year planning horizon. Removing this
residential area will help focus residential growth more compactly into the rest of Battle
Ground’s planning area. Figure 1 below illustrates Battle Ground’s growth request.

Figure 1. City of Battle Ground Growth Proposal (Alternative 2).
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While Battle Ground is supportive of Alternative 2, it is asking for two minor modifications
to the requested UGA expansion, resulting from community visioning and as
recommended by our Planning Commission and City Council.

The requested modifications are related to city infrastructure and utility needs. The first
modification request would add three parcels: 226938000 (Miller), 226943000 (Haldeman),
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and 226988000 (Newell) into the proposed Urban Growth Area (17.04 total acres) (Figure
2). These parcels would be designated as Low-Density Residential. Their inclusion would
allow a development to move forward and complete a “full street” improvement to NW 30
Street. NW 30" Street is currently improved with a “half-street.” This also would allow for
the improvement of the North Parkway Avenue intersection at 30" Street.

The second request would add parcel 229197000 to the City’s UGA (35 acres) (Figure 3). Thisis a
City of Battle Ground owned parcel containing the city’s water reservoirs. Including this property
would create efficiencies in decision making and permitting. The appropriate designation would
be Residential Low Density. The City has no intention of allowing residential growth on this
property. The City would be fine with agreeing to place a Parks/Open Space overlay zone to
demonstrate that no additional residential growth would occur.

Figure 2. Parcels to complete the NW 30" half street.
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Figure 3. City Water Reservoirs Parcel
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Battle Ground understands the gravity and complexity of a 20-year countywide growth
plan. Since the County and partner cities are currently outside of the GMA timeframe for
compliance, we encourage you to move through this process as quickly and efficiently as
possible.

Thank you for the collaborative leadership you and your staff have provided. We look
forward to our continued partnership and assisting in bringing this effort across the finish
line.

Sincerely,
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Eric Overholser
Mayor, City of Battle Ground

A full copy of Battle Ground’s Draft Plan may be found here:
https://cityofbg.box.com/s/2(7tt8hldpyezwphfkr78joz883uvg7f
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