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Please see follow up comments from Friends of Clark County. Thanks!
 
 

Rebecca Messinger
Clerk to the Council
COUNTY MANAGER'S OFFICE

Phone: 564-397-4305
Email: Rebecca.Messinger@clark.wa.gov

                 
 
From: Ann Foster <annfoster5093@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2026 2:56 PM
To: Sue Marshall <Sue.Marshall@clark.wa.gov>; Kathleen Otto <Kathleen.Otto@clark.wa.gov>
Cc: Rebecca Messinger <Rebecca.Messinger@clark.wa.gov>
Subject: Letter regarding Comp Plan Update, following up on FOCC 1/726 comments

 
 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Dear Chair Marshall, County Manager Otto:
 
Please accept the attached letter from FOCC with further comments on the Timeline
Chronology, (public comment #38219186).  Attachments to the letter dated
1/15/2026 are below as well.
 
Thank you again for your time.
 
Best,
Ann Foster, President
Friends of Clark County
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Clark County Council Chair Sue Marshall

County Manager Kathleen Otto 



cc: Rebecca Messinger					



Dear Chair Marshall and Manager Otto::



Previously we provided the Council with a Timeline Chronology of some of the specifics of this Comprehensive Plan Update (Public Comment # 38219186). The below are additional specifics that we believe are important for your consideration.



1. The City of Ridgefield, by and through Claire Lust, knew that if Ridgefield wanted to bring resource lands into their UGA, they would need to go through the de-designation process.  In November 2021, the Jones informed Ms. Lust that they wished to have their property included in the Ridgefield UGA and, at that time, Dr. Orijako told Ms. Lust that for the property to be included in the Ridgefield UGA, a “de-designation would be part of the process.”  See Public Comment #9130800 submitted to the record November 22, 2021. FOCC notes that there is nothing in the record that shows Ms. Lust followed up with the County regarding any request for the County to conduct a County wide resource land study or what such a de-designation process would entail.



2. The county told the cities in February 2023 that the County would not be doing a county wide resource land study and, if the cities wanted to propose to add agricultural resource lands into their UGAs, they would need to conduct the appropriate studies.



3. On February 2, 2023, County staff met with representatives of the small cities and the Cowlitz Tribe for their February City County Coordination Meeting.



4. According to the notes of the February 2, 2023 meeting (See attached), Mr. Alvarez explained that there had been changes in the law since 2016 and told the city representatives that “if you are looking to expanding your urban growth boundary from resource designated land to urban the onus is on the city and the property to meet the de-designation criteria”.  



5. According to the February 2, 2023 notes, Ms. Lust stated that “they had put out a RFP for consultant help for their Comp Plan update.  This will be a big undertaking, because they will be trying to update some of their system plans at the same time.”



6. On April 14, 2025, Ms. Lust acknowledged that, during the February 2, 2023 meeting, the County told the Cities that the County was not going to conduct a county wide study (See attached email dated April 14, 2025 from Claire Lust to Steve Stuart);



7. Thus, when the cities submitted their plans to the County in August 2024, they did so knowing that they had not completed the requisite work as required by law to de-designate the properties and the County again told them via email that the county could not consider the plans with expansions without a county wide resource land study.



8. In emails with Mr. Alvarez in September 2024, Ms. Lust told Mr. Alvarez “Our staff are working with a couple property owners who submitted expansion requests to the County to ensure their legal counsel prepares de-designation studies in a timely manner” (Public comment # 36598770).





9. On February 13, 2025, Ridgefield’s consultant wrote that the Ridgefield UGA currently had adequate overall capacity to accommodate expected increases in housing development since 2045 (See attached PPT at Slide 5)



10. On February 13, 2025, Ridgefield’s consultant wrote that “after adjusting for home based work force, the Ridgefield UGA is adequate to accommodate the projected job growth”(See PPT at Slide 11)



11.  Given those statements, it appears that the City of Ridgefield acknowledges that they have the capacity for the allocations but they want to expand the growth boundaries into currently designated Ag Resource Land rather than accommodate the growth within their existing boundary.



12. From November 2021 until January 8, 2026, the City of Ridgefield did not ever raise the issue of TDRs.



Thank you for the opportunity to supplement our prior comments with these comments and attachments.
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Ann Foster

President, Board of Directors
Friends of Clark County
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Please note that slides referenced in bullet points 9 and 10 can be found at this link:
2-PPT Ridgefield Comp Plan Housing and Economic Development Chapter Update-
250213 (1).pdf
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Clark County Council Chair Sue Marshall 
County Manager Kathleen Otto  
 
cc: Rebecca Messinger      
 
Dear Chair Marshall and Manager Otto:: 
 
Previously we provided the Council with a Timeline Chronology of some of the specifics of this 
Comprehensive Plan Update (Public Comment # 38219186). The below are additional specifics 
that we believe are important for your consideration. 
 

1. The City of Ridgefield, by and through Claire Lust, knew that if Ridgefield wanted to 
bring resource lands into their UGA, they would need to go through the de-designation 
process.  In November 2021, the Jones informed Ms. Lust that they wished to have their 
property included in the Ridgefield UGA and, at that time, Dr. Orijako told Ms. Lust that 
for the property to be included in the Ridgefield UGA, a “de-designation would be part of 
the process.”  See Public Comment #9130800 submitted to the record November 22, 
2021. FOCC notes that there is nothing in the record that shows Ms. Lust followed up 
with the County regarding any request for the County to conduct a County wide 
resource land study or what such a de-designation process would entail. 
 

2. The county told the cities in February 2023 that the County would not be doing a county 
wide resource land study and, if the cities wanted to propose to add agricultural resource 
lands into their UGAs, they would need to conduct the appropriate studies. 
 

3. On February 2, 2023, County staff met with representatives of the small cities and the 
Cowlitz Tribe for their February City County Coordination Meeting. 
 

4. According to the notes of the February 2, 2023 meeting (See attached), Mr. Alvarez 
explained that there had been changes in the law since 2016 and told the city 
representatives that “if you are looking to expanding your urban growth boundary from 
resource designated land to urban the onus is on the city and the property to meet the de-
designation criteria”.   
 

5. According to the February 2, 2023 notes, Ms. Lust stated that “they had put out a RFP for 
consultant help for their Comp Plan update.  This will be a big undertaking, because they 
will be trying to update some of their system plans at the same time.” 
 

6. On April 14, 2025, Ms. Lust acknowledged that, during the February 2, 2023 meeting, 
the County told the Cities that the County was not going to conduct a county wide study 
(See attached email dated April 14, 2025 from Claire Lust to Steve Stuart); 
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7. Thus, when the cities submitted their plans to the County in August 2024, they did so 
knowing that they had not completed the requisite work as required by law to de-
designate the properties and the County again told them via email that the county could 
not consider the plans with expansions without a county wide resource land study. 
 

8. In emails with Mr. Alvarez in September 2024, Ms. Lust told Mr. Alvarez “Our staff are 
working with a couple property owners who submitted expansion requests to the County 
to ensure their legal counsel prepares de-designation studies in a timely manner” (Public 
comment # 36598770). 
 
 

9. On February 13, 2025, Ridgefield’s consultant wrote that the Ridgefield UGA currently 
had adequate overall capacity to accommodate expected increases in housing 
development since 2045 (See attached PPT at Slide 5) 
 

10. On February 13, 2025, Ridgefield’s consultant wrote that “after adjusting for home based 
work force, the Ridgefield UGA is adequate to accommodate the projected job 
growth”(See PPT at Slide 11) 
 

11.  Given those statements, it appears that the City of Ridgefield acknowledges that they 
have the capacity for the allocations but they want to expand the growth boundaries into 
currently designated Ag Resource Land rather than accommodate the growth within their 
existing boundary. 

 
12. From November 2021 until January 8, 2026, the City of Ridgefield did not ever raise the 

issue of TDRs. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to supplement our prior comments with these comments and 
attachments. 

 

 
Ann Foster 
President, Board of Directors 
Friends of Clark County 
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