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Good day, Heidi,

Thank you very much for providing this group comment and feedback ahead of the
Council Hearing to select the Preferred Land Use Alternative for the 2025
Comprehensive Plan Update.

This will be entered into the Comprehensive Plan Index of Record.

Best regards,

COUNT)

Jeff Delapena
Program Assistant
COMMUNITY PLANNING

564.397.4558

OO0

From: Heidi Cody <heidi@waconservationaction.org>

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2026 11:04 AM

To: Sue Marshall <Sue.Marshall@clark.wa.gov>; Wil Fuentes <Wil.Fuentes@clark.wa.gov>; Jeffrey
Delapena <lJeffrey.Delapena@clark.wa.gov>; Michelle Belkot <Michelle.Belkot@clark.wa.gov>; Cnty
2025 Comp Plan <comp.plan@clark.wa.gov>; Oliver Orjiako <QOliver.Orjiako@clark.wa.gov>; Jenna
Kay <Jenna.Kay@clark.wa.gov>; Jose Alvarez <Jose.Alvarez@clark.wa.gov>; Rebecca Messinger
<Rebecca.Messinger@clark.wa.gov>

Subject: Community Sign-on letter | Please support Land Use Alternative 1

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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April 23, 2026

Dear Clark County Council,

Thank you for your work on Clark County’s Comprehensive Plan. We are sharing this letter

signed by 83 individuals and 11 organizations to show broad community support for equitable

land use planning in our Comprehensive Plan. We urge you to adopt Land Use Alternative 1,

which will:
e Plan for our futures
e Retain prime agricultural lands
e Protect farms and related jobs
e Provide local food security
e Allow us to elevate Indigenous food practices, food forests and food sovereignty
o Allow us to be better prepared for emergencies
e Create climate resilience, which complies with the Growth Management Act’s Climate

Element

Here’s why we urge you to NOT adopt the other Alternatives:

There is no legal reason to allow Urban Growth Area (UGA) expansions.

Clark County already decided no UGA expansions are needed to accommodate projected
jobs and growth.

UGA expansions will not guarantee more affordable housing.

Hundreds of acres will be paved over and developed with UGA expansions. That land will
be gone forever.

De-designating ag lands (expanding UGAs) was described by Clark County’s Attorney
Chris Cook as “the absolute definition of urban sprawl.”*
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Another reason to adopt Alternative 1 is it aligns with the Agricultural Land Use Study.
Council should accept this Study’s findings:?

e The stability of food bank networks and strong farm-to-market linkages are vital
considerations for a resilient and equitable local food system.

e The continued conversion of (ag lands) to non-farm uses poses a direct risk to this
system, as it may eventually undermine the viability of the local agricultural economy
upon which these food security networks depend.

Alternative 1 also aligns with the Agricultural Advisory Commission’s advice:

e To use encroaching development as a justification to de-designate land is to always be
chipping away at agricultural land. This goes against the purpose of the agricultural land
designations—the conservation purpose of that designation.

Land Use Alternative 1 will also:

e Conserve birds and wildlife.
o Clark County’s agricultural lands are important for migrating and
wintering birds as a source of food, cover and nesting habitat.

o Support higher bird density and diversity, which can be beneficial to agriculture.

e Support cleaner air.

o Clark County should match the City of Vancouver’s greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) goals, as recommended by the Climate Community Advisory Group.

o Air pollution disproportionately impacts communities of color and low income
folks who live closer to sources of pollution.

e Support equitable climate resilience.
o ltis fundamentally inequitable for Clark County to keep building as usual and
sacrifice our farmland for private interests who don’t actually need it.

Adopting Land Use Alternative 1 will intentionally protect the future for all Clark County
residents. The Clark County Council has the opportunity to right historical wrongs and protect
our land for future generations.

2https://friendsofclarkcounty.org/the-results-are-in-focc-call-to-action-on-the-2025-clark-county-agricultural-lands-study/
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We, the undersigned 83 individuals and 11 organizations, urge Clark County Council to
adopt Land Use Alternative 1.

Sincerely,

Don Steinke

Monica Zazueta Tabor

Alliance for Community Engagement (ACE) SW WA
Susan Saul, Conservation Chair, Vancouver Audubon Society
Jessica Brown

Cathryn Chudy

Pat Freiberg

Gary Seeman

Ashley Tasmin

Hazel Bowers

Alyssa Fitzgerald

Harlow Ulrich

Washington Conservation Action

Jim Byrne

Drew Alcoser

Almendra Velazquez

Emma Chairet

Anabelle sam

Trevor Dyck

Colleen Shanebeck

Mona McNeil

Sally Keely, Cascadia Climate Action Now
Gregory Smith, Chelatchie Prairie Resident
Melanie Dominguez

Tina Barrows

Richard Kolber

John Zingale

Hailey Heath

Laurie Rubin

William Sneiderwine

Vancouver Metro LULAC Council 47026
Becky McClain





Laurie Kerr

John E. Nanney, Chelatchie Prairie Resident
Diane Adkin

Martha Williams

Lehman Holder, Loo Wit Group/Sierra Club
Cristi Shandy, CPC

Anthony R Shandy, CPC

Mountain View High School Environmental Club
Loveita Morrison, OWI Education Service
Phung Ojala (VCCC)

Susana Serna, RN, FNP retired

Bruce Hall

Southwest Washington Equity Coalition
Sharon Sollenberger

Rose Mendoza

Vietnamese Community of Clark County
David Lafayette

Stan Freidberg

Paul McBride

Dave R. Meyer

Jean M. Avery

JL Angell

Nozomi Shirai

Janet Hedgepath

Sharon Bucher

Janet Elliott

Marilyn Oltmann

Tracy Ceravolo

Linda M. Lorenz

Community Care Collaborative (C3)
Mallory Zumbach

Russell C. Freeland

Mike Ellison

Karen Dahl

Steve Matthews





Carol Inouye Matthews
Noah Kays

Sandra Taylor

Herb Ozer

Dr. Serena Donnelly
Mark Leed, Loo Wit Group of The Sierra Club
Roxanne Graas

Chad Stewart

Kevin Howard
Marguerite Kelsey
Megan Aczon

Joe Skalicky

Teresa Hardy

Emily Borden

John Baugher

Chuck Houghten
Beverly Thomas

Roben White
Sunrise O’Mahoney
Peter Fels

Derya Ruggles-Christensen
James Christensen
Cora Grimm

Leslie McCollam
Erika Serrano
Susan M Taylor
Meridian Green
Therese Livella






















Good morning Clark County Councilmembers and staff—

On behalf of 83 individuals and 11 organizations, attached is a community sign on letter to
Clark County Council advocating for you to adopt Land Use Alternative 1.

The organizations who signed on are:

Alliance for Community Engagement (ACE) SW WA
Vancouver Audubon

Washington Conservation Action

Cascadia Climate Action Now

Vancouver Metro LULAC Council 47026

Loo Wit Group of the Sierra Club

Mountain View High School Environmental Club
Odyssey World International Education Service

SW Washington Equity Coalition

Vietnamese Community of Clark County

Community Care Collaborative

Thank you for your consideration and for your work. Have a lovely day.

Sincerely,
Heidi Cody
° Heidi Cody (she/her)
d SW WA Field Manager

Washington Conservation Action
ACE Coalition Manager

Evergreen Workers Union: Member of
Communications Workers of America Local 7800
Phone 718-986-2348

Email heidi@waconservationaction.org

Web www.waconservationaction.org
1417 Fourth Ave, Ste 800, Seattle, WA 98101
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April 23, 2026

Dear Clark County Council,

Thank you for your work on Clark County’s Comprehensive Plan. We are sharing this letter

signed by 83 individuals and 11 organizations to show broad community support for equitable

land use planning in our Comprehensive Plan. We urge you to adopt Land Use Alternative 1,

which will:
e Plan for our futures
e Retain prime agricultural lands
e Protect farms and related jobs
e Provide local food security
e Allow us to elevate Indigenous food practices, food forests and food sovereignty
o Allow us to be better prepared for emergencies
e Create climate resilience, which complies with the Growth Management Act’s Climate

Element

Here’s why we urge you to NOT adopt the other Alternatives:

There is no legal reason to allow Urban Growth Area (UGA) expansions.

Clark County already decided no UGA expansions are needed to accommodate projected
jobs and growth.

UGA expansions will not guarantee more affordable housing.

Hundreds of acres will be paved over and developed with UGA expansions. That land will
be gone forever.

De-designating ag lands (expanding UGAs) was described by Clark County’s Attorney
Chris Cook as “the absolute definition of urban sprawl.”*
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Another reason to adopt Alternative 1 is it aligns with the Agricultural Land Use Study.
Council should accept this Study’s findings:?

e The stability of food bank networks and strong farm-to-market linkages are vital
considerations for a resilient and equitable local food system.

e The continued conversion of (ag lands) to non-farm uses poses a direct risk to this
system, as it may eventually undermine the viability of the local agricultural economy
upon which these food security networks depend.

Alternative 1 also aligns with the Agricultural Advisory Commission’s advice:

e To use encroaching development as a justification to de-designate land is to always be
chipping away at agricultural land. This goes against the purpose of the agricultural land
designations—the conservation purpose of that designation.

Land Use Alternative 1 will also:

e Conserve birds and wildlife.
o Clark County’s agricultural lands are important for migrating and
wintering birds as a source of food, cover and nesting habitat.

o Support higher bird density and diversity, which can be beneficial to agriculture.

e Support cleaner air.

o Clark County should match the City of Vancouver’s greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) goals, as recommended by the Climate Community Advisory Group.

o Air pollution disproportionately impacts communities of color and low income
folks who live closer to sources of pollution.

e Support equitable climate resilience.
o ltis fundamentally inequitable for Clark County to keep building as usual and
sacrifice our farmland for private interests who don’t actually need it.

Adopting Land Use Alternative 1 will intentionally protect the future for all Clark County
residents. The Clark County Council has the opportunity to right historical wrongs and protect
our land for future generations.

2https://friendsofclarkcounty.org/the-results-are-in-focc-call-to-action-on-the-2025-clark-county-agricultural-lands-study/
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We, the undersigned 83 individuals and 11 organizations, urge Clark County Council to
adopt Land Use Alternative 1.

Sincerely,

Don Steinke

Monica Zazueta Tabor

Alliance for Community Engagement (ACE) SW WA
Susan Saul, Conservation Chair, Vancouver Audubon Society
Jessica Brown

Cathryn Chudy

Pat Freiberg

Gary Seeman

Ashley Tasmin

Hazel Bowers

Alyssa Fitzgerald

Harlow Ulrich

Washington Conservation Action

Jim Byrne

Drew Alcoser

Almendra Velazquez

Emma Chairet

Anabelle sam

Trevor Dyck

Colleen Shanebeck

Mona McNeil

Sally Keely, Cascadia Climate Action Now
Gregory Smith, Chelatchie Prairie Resident
Melanie Dominguez

Tina Barrows

Richard Kolber

John Zingale

Hailey Heath

Laurie Rubin

William Sneiderwine

Vancouver Metro LULAC Council 47026
Becky McClain
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Anthony R Shandy, CPC

Mountain View High School Environmental Club
Loveita Morrison, OWI Education Service
Phung Ojala (VCCC)

Susana Serna, RN, FNP retired
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